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AWARDING SERGEANT JOHN
HERRINGTON A CONGRESSIONAL
VETERAN COMMENDATION

HON. PAT FALLON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 7, 2022

Mr. FALLON. Madam Speaker, | am hon-
ored and privileged to award Sergeant John
Herrington with a Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation. His service and sacrifice through
the United States Army exemplify his national
pride and embodiment as a role-model citizen
to serve the country he loves. Sergeant
Herrington is truly an ideal candidate to re-
ceive the Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion.

Sergeant Herrington was called to serve as
a volunteer. As a Tank Crewman in Vietnam,
he was a much-needed asset for the United
States. Sergeant Herrington served in the U.S.
Army with great passion and dedication to
serve and deliver a great sacrifice.

Sergeant Herrington was even willing to
lose both of his legs in battle to support his
country in the Vietnam war. A perfect example
of a patriot who deserves one of the most
decorated medals, a recipient of a Purple
Heart.

Sergeant Herrington did not let his new
challenge stop him from continuing to live a
productive life. He has held several profes-
sions including truck driver and gunsmith. Dur-
ing his free time, he is involved in the commu-
nity and VFW activities. He serves as a Com-
mander of the local chapter of Patriot Guard in
which he uses his love of motorcycles to
honor veteran funerals.

Upon delivering Sergeant Herrington with
congratulating him for receiving this pres-
tigious award, | was informed by my staff that
though Sergeant Herrington may have lost
both legs in battle, he still managed to per-
severe and walk across the stage to acknowl-
edge the message. It is the great people of
Lamar county that amaze me the most.

The fact that Sergeant Herrington has never
backed down from a challenge and continues
to press on with no complaints as to why | feel
so lucky to recognize his sacrifices.

| am beyond honored to have Sergeant
Herrington in Texas’ 4th Congressional district
and am privileged to award such a distin-
guished citizen for his true American grit.

———

HONORING COMMISSIONER KEN
RUSSELL

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 7, 2022

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today as a descendant of Bahamians to
recognize City of Miami Commissioner Ken
Russell for his contribution to the City of Mi-
ami’s designation of the Little Bahamas of Co-
conut Grove on July 19, 2022.

Since the 19th century, Bahamians played
an integral role in the founding of the City of
Miami, representing one-third of the registered
signatories on July 28, 1896, date of the city’s
incorporation.

Much like Miami’s original Bahamian sig-
natories, Commissioner Ken Russell’s commit-
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ment to preserving the rich Bahamian culture
and history of Miami has helped to ensure the
designation of the Little Bahamas of Coconut
Grove.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Commissioner Ken Russell for his contribu-
tions to the community and his role in the his-
toric designation of the Little Bahamas of Co-
conut Grove.

————

REMEMBERING COACH VINCENT
JOSEPH ““VINCE” DOOLEY

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 7, 2022

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in remembrance of my friend and Geor-
gia football legend, Coach Vince Dooley, who
went to be with the Lord on October 28, 2022.

Coach Dooley was born in Mobile, Alabama
in 1932. He began his football career at Au-
burn University, where he played quarterback
from 1951 to 1953. After earning his under-
graduate degree. Coach Dooley served for
two years in the United States Marine Corps,
before returning to civilian life to pursue a
graduate degree. While studying for his Mas-
ter's in history at Auburn University, he began
working as an assistant coach, a role he
would hold for eight years. In 1963, Coach
Dooley accepted an offer to serve as the head
coach at the University of Georgia, unknow-
ingly setting into motion a chain of events that
would change college football forever.

Shortly after assuming the role of head
coach at UGA, Coach Dooley led the Bulldogs
to an eighteen-to-seventeen win against the
University of Alabama, the reigning national
champions at the time. Over the following
quarter century, Coach Dooley would orches-
trate the University of Georgia’s rise to the top
of the college football ranks, earning a total of
six Southeastern Conference Championships,
culminating in the historic 1980 National
Championship, which the Bulldogs carried
undefeated. In total, Coach Dooley led the
team to 201 victories, the most under a single
coach in the school's history. Later, Coach
Dooley would accept a new role as director of
UGA’s entire athletic department, in which he
would cement the school’s reputation as one
of the top athletic schools in the country. In
2009, Coach Dooley would go on to help Ken-
nesaw State University establish their own
football program, which is set to join the pres-
tigious NCAA Division 1-A by 2024.

Coach Dooley was the recipient of seven
SEC Coach of the Year Awards and the Bear
Bryant Lifetime Achievement Award. He was
inducted into the College Football Hall of
Fame, the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame, the
Georgia Sports Hall of Fame, the Marine
Corps Sports Hall of Fame, and the University
of Georgia’s Circle of Honor, and many other
honors. In 2019, the University of Georgia
christened their stadium ‘Dooley Field’ in his
honor.

Coach Dooley’s interests extended beyond
the gridiron. He was a master gardener, au-
thor, and advocate for historic battlefield pres-
ervation. He was a committed family man who
is survived by his wife of sixty-two years, Bar-
bara; as well as their four children, eleven
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
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In the south, where bitter rivalries between
college football teams can be as divisive as
politics, it is indisputable that Coach Dooley
found his place among the greatest legends of
football. He will be remembered as one of the
southeast’s most accomplished sons, and one
of Georgia’s most faithful servants.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE HALPERN FAM-
ILY AS RECIPIENTS OF THE 2022
DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN AWARD

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 7, 2022

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that | take this
time to recognize the recipients of the 2022
Distinguished Citizen Award, presented annu-
ally by the Boy Scouts of America, Pathway to
Adventure Council. To commemorate this spe-
cial occasion, the organization is hosting a
celebratory event on Wednesday, November
9, 2022, at the Center for Visual and Per-
forming Arts in Munster, Indiana.

Since 1992, the Boy Scouts of America has
bestowed the Distinguished Citizen Award
upon individuals whose efforts have made a
significant positive impact on the community of
Northwest Indiana and beyond. This year, the
Boy Scouts of America, Pathway to Adventure
Council is honoring the Halpern family.

Fred, Donna, Joshua, and Ashley Halpern
are the owners of Albert’s Diamond Jewelers
in Schererville, Indiana. Established in East
Chicago, Indiana, in 1905, Fred Halpern ac-
quired Albert’s in 1960. Throughout the years,
Fred and his wife, Donna, handled much of
the business operations. In 2010, Joshua,
Fred and Donna’s son, was named president
of the company, becoming the fourth genera-
tion in his family to run the business. That
same year, Joshua wed Ashley, who had
been part of the Albert's team since 2003.
Throughout the years, the company has flour-
ished, and Albert's Diamond Jewelers con-
tinues to be one of the largest independent
and family-owned jewelry stores in the coun-
try.

The Halpern family dedicates much of their
time and support to charitable endeavors
throughout the region including the Foodbank
of Northwest Indiana, NWI Parkinson’s, Boys
& Girls Clubs of America, the Humane Soci-
ety, South Shore Arts, and TradeWinds,
among many others. In addition, the family
hosts an annual auction for Multiple Sclerosis,
which has raised over $2.6 million. The
Halpern family is to be commended for their
passionate and lifelong commitment to philan-
thropic efforts.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my other
distinguished colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the Boy Scouts of America, Pathway to
Adventure Council and its 2022 Distinguished
Citizen Award recipients, Fred, Donna, Josh-
ua, and Ashley Halpern. For their compas-
sionate devotion to numerous charitable orga-
nizations, the Halpern family is to be admired,
and they are worthy of the highest praise.
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